
246. Stadia II 

Julie Mehretu. 2004 C.E. Ink and acrylic on canvas 

 Article at Khan Academy 

 Stadia II is part of a triptych of works created in 2004, and explores themes such as nationalism and revolution as 

they occur in the worlds of art, sports, and contemporary politics 
o sports arena, an amphitheater or opera house? Perhaps a political chamber? It could denote all of these, 

broadly invoking our experiences as individuals and collective bodies in such spaces.  
o The built environment provides a setting in which people can gather, protest, pray, and riot in mass 

numbers 

 Layers of drawing and paint – like layers of history 

 References to other periods and artworks of art 

o These artists conceived of pure abstraction as a way to wipe clean the slate of history and to promote 

universalism and collectivity in art, politics and culture 
o use of abstraction in service of revolution and utopian politics throughout the history of Modernist art, “I 

am (...) interested in what Kandinsky referred to in ‘The Great Utopia’ when he talked about the 

inevitable implosion and/or explosion of our constructed spaces out of the sheer necessity of agency. So, 

for me, the coliseum, the amphitheater, and the stadium are perfect metaphoric constructed spaces.” 
o These can represent both the organized sterility of institutions and the “chaos, violence, and disorder” of 

revolution and mass gathering.  

o The dynamism of the work makes reference to traffic patterns, wind and water currents, migrations, border 

crossings and travel. 

o Depicting patterns of movement, Mehretu emphasizes, on one hand, the militarization of bodies moving within 

and between national (or digital) spaces, and acknowledges the increasing speeds at which the world seems to 

be moving. Yet, while her compositions might be vertiginous and disorienting at times, we are given a chance 

to reflect on the potential and importance of such interconnectedness 
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